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As you read through this annual report, you’ll experience NCFL’s work as it 
unfolded over the course of the fiscal year.  It was an exciting time, having 
just celebrated NCFL’s 25th anniversary the prior year — we didn’t dare rest 
on our laurels for a minute! Enjoy a sneak peek before you dive in.

We kicked off July by welcoming a record-breaking 20,000 Campers 
seeking to learn through inquiry and adventure with NCFL’s signature 
summer learning initiative — Camp Wonderopolis™. This go-to resource 
is so successful because our dedicated team has found the right balance 
between fun and learning.

NCFL’s annual parent survey launched in conjunction with the start of 
the school year, and we uncovered the fact that many parents struggle 
with helping their children with homework due in large part to their own 
educational limitations. We answered this call for help by providing simple, 
practical, and actionable tips for parents to use when engaging with their 
child’s education.

In September, we committed to a three-year partnership with five new 
communities, welcoming them into our special Toyota Family Learning 
family. Our new partners span Detroit to California and represent school 
districts, libraries, and community organizations. 

The fall continued with a celebration of NCFL’s 25-year partnership with 
the Family and Child Education (FACE) program, offering NCFL the 
unique experience of having more than two decades of independently 
evaluated data of its work with American Indian families. We continue to 
see significant gains in parents and children when they participate in this 
intensive two-generation early childhood model. 

We didn’t waste a second of learning time as communities and education 
leaders rallied around Wonderopolis® in January as a way to learn during 
what seemed like endless snow days! 

Our team traveled to the Big Apple in February to launch our very first 
digital game, Renegade Buggies, at the Digital Kids Conference. The game 
went on to win several industry awards, including Instructional Game of the 
Year by the Institute for Financial Literacy.

We were feeling adventurous when springtime came as we unveiled a 
dynamic new way to engage with families: Family Trails. In a short time, 
we’ve had families in 44 states and 34 countries engage with us online for 
this exciting educational adventure. Share with us your #FamilyTrails!

I am so grateful to lead this extraordinary organization. Please enjoy 
reading more about our work.

Dear Friends,

President and Founder
National Center for Families Learning
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2014JULY

NCFL has been working with Ardmore City Schools 
(ACS) in Oklahoma to improve student literacy rates 
and intergenerational engagement through the 
use of on- and offline educational tools. The goal 
of this partnership is to establish and build school 
and community support for improving literacy and  
family learning.

In just six months, the Rural Family Learning 
program resulted in over 2,000 hours of reading 
time (with 60 percent of this reading happening 
outside of the school day). That’s roughly 12,000 
books read together by families attending three 
elementary schools.

NCFL coupled digital reading with research-based 
reading strategies to fuel reading among elementary 
students and their families. We brought paired-
reading strategies to share with teachers and parents, 
access to an interactive digital library (myON) for all 
elementary students, and combined these approaches 
with the power of digital engagement via tablets — 
all thanks to generous funding from Dollar General 
Literacy Foundation.

Paired reading has been shown to have a positive 
impact on student literacy for those in grades K-3, 
and research has shown that only 1-2 hours of parent 
education is necessary to make a positive impact   
at home.

At family learning events, parents were shown how 
the students were using myON subscriptions in class 
with tablets and learned how the same resource 
could be accessed at home to unleash the power of 
paired reading. For those students without high speed 
Internet connections and a myON compatible device, 
they were reminded that the same great interactive 
literacy strategies can be used with paper books. The 
teachers stressed that together parents, grandparents, 
and teachers can help all Ardmore children and 
families reach their full potential.

The early results have already proved this was a 
strategy worthy of expansion, and ACS has decided to 
match the original funding to reach more students.

“NCFL’s approach and partnership with Ardmore 
City Schools have energized our commitment to 
literacy. Our students and their families are avid fans 
of reading digitally and we expect to find student 
gains follow this excitement,” said ACS Superintendent 
Sonny Bates.

“You know, that paired reading really 
works! I can’t believe how smoothly my 
daughter is reading since we started 
doing it!”

— Parent, Ardmore City Schools
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   Statistics by grade level:
•	  Kindergarten – 48% of kindergarten participants 

learned one or more phonics skill(s) during summer 
school and 84% of participants learned one or more 
phonological awareness skill(s)

•	  First grade – 88% of first-grade participants learned 
one or more phonics skill(s) during summer school 
and 35% of participants learned one or more 
phonological awareness skill(s)

•	  Second grade – 15% of second-grade participants 
increased fluency levels by one or more grade 
level(s) and 94% of participants gained one or 
more phonics skill(s)

•	  Third grade – 34% of third-grade participants 
increased fluency by one or more grade levels

•	  Fourth grade – 27% of fourth-grade participants 
increased fluency by one or more grade levels

•	  Fifth grade – 70% of fifth-grade participants 
increased fluency by one or more grade levels

increase in Lexile levels 7,174 books opened,
3,906 books read

Ardmore, OK, elementary students

Recorded by myOn metrics
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2014AUGUST

For the second year running, NCFL sought to amplify 
the voices behind the students heading back to 
classrooms to spark an honest conversation about 
universal parental concerns that accompany the back-
to-school season. 

One annual survey revealed that parents found the 
transition from summer to school and costs of school 
supplies were causes of stress, along with worries that 
their children would be bullied or have trouble fitting 
in. Further, in a follow-up survey, parents admitted to 
struggling with providing help with their children’s 
homework due to its subject matter and also for lack 
of time. 

Understanding that all parents can be intimidated 
by the responsibilities of teaching their families and 
preparing them for life’s endeavors… and homework, 
NCFL took the opportunity to recommend practical 
tips to help parents feel empowered and shared 
its free resources (e.g., Wonderopolis® and Family 
Time Machine™) for infusing learning into everyday 
moments to feed a child’s natural curiosity and desire 
to build knowledge.

News outlets such as USA Today and Education 
World took notice and shared the results of NCFL’s 
annual surveys with their audiences, furthering 
the conversation.

Parents cope with 
homework
Of the 60% of parents who had 
trouble helping with homework:

Source National Center for Families 
Learning annual homework survey
JOAN MURPHY AND KARL GELLES, USA TODAY

    NCFL’s survey revealed that going back to school isn’t just 
about hitting the books:

•	  Just over 25% (27.4%) of respondents admit it’s tough 
transitioning the family from summer back into the 
school year routine

•	  Nearly 25% of parents (23.1%) are concerned about the 
social aspects of school like bullying and trying to fit in

•	  20.5% of parents point the finger at the numerous 
expenses—books, clothes, classroom fees and supplies 
– each school year brings

•	  A little more than 10% of parents (11.9% are worried 
about interacting with their child’s teachers)

•	  And nearly 10% (9.2%) of respondents are afraid of being 
asked to help with homework they didn’t understand
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2014SEPTEMBER

In 2013, NCFL set out with the intention to begin 
building the next-generation model for family 
literacy with its exciting new initiative, Toyota Family 
Learning. This year, a new cohort of five $175,000 
three-year grants were awarded to a school, library, 
and community-based organizations spanning Ohio, 
Michigan, Wisconsin, Colorado, and California. 

Toyota Family Learning incorporates two of NCFL’s 
time-tested strategies—Parent and Child Together 
(PACT) Time® and Parent Time—and two new 
components—Family Service Learning and Family 
Mentoring—with digital learning infused throughout. 
NCFL specialists led professional training and technical 
support for sites.

The Goodling Institute for Research in Family 
Literacy’s quantitative evaluation data backed up the 
qualitative. Here is a top-level view of what Toyota 
Family Learning produced in its inaugural year:

•	  Increases in parents confidently using  
technology with children across a wide variety 
of educational, informational, and entertainment 
websites, indicating the extent of online learning 
and interaction

•	  Increases in parents’ school engagement, 
especially volunteer activities that require 
parents to actively engage with school personnel 
beyond their child’s behavior or watching a 
school performance

•	  Increases in community involvement and 
leadership, by 30 to 50 percentage points, 
indicating that participants gained knowledge 
and confidence in their skills and voice to become 
engaged in their communities, as manifested by 
service learning projects and site visits

•	  Gains in the number of times parents read to, read 
with, and listened to their child(ren) read

•	  Increases in sibling and father involvement, the 
latter of which rose 24 to 44 percent in a variety 
of categories

•	  Programs logged 8,721 participant hours overall

Lincoln, NE

San Pedro, CA

Houston, TX

Bronx, NY
Providence, RIMilwaukee, WI

Detroit, MI

Cincinnati, OH

San Mateo, CA Denver, CO

5

http://toyotafamilylearning.org


2014OCTOBER

In 1990, the Office of Indian Education Programs 
(OIEP), Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), now the 
Bureau of Indian Education (BIE), developed a 
groundbreaking early childhood/parental involvement 
program in BIE schools called Family and Child 
Education (FACE). Now in its 25th year, the national 
partnership between BIE, Parents as Teachers National 
Center (PAT), and NCFL is still going strong.

NCFL introduced dialogic reading to FACE’s culturally 
and linguistically responsive education, resources, 
and support for American Indian families with 
children from birth to grade three. Children who 
were tested in the spring of 2014 demonstrated the 
largest gains, rendering them at the 61st national 
percentile equivalent at the end of the school 
year (above the national average of 50) – marking 
significant and meaningful increases in expressive 
language development.

Parents’ successes were equally impressive. 
Following is a sample of the information Research 
and Training Associates (RTA) gleaned from 
assessing the parents participating in the FACE 
program during the 2014–2015 school year.

•	  The majority of the parents in the 
center-based, NCFL-supported programs 
achieved their parenting goals.

•	  Consistent with previous years, 95% 
of parents reported FACE impacts their 
parenting skills “somewhat” to “a lot.”

•	  84 adults completed requirements for their 
GED or received a high school diploma.

•	  84% of parents indicated that FACE helps them “a 
lot” in increasing the amount of time they spend 
with their child.

 »  78% of the parents reported that they read to 
their child daily or almost daily as a result of 
the program.

 »  84% of parents reported that they listen to 
their child read on a daily basis.

•	  409 FACE parents became employed during the 
year, with some earning the required credentials 
to be employed as early childhood instructors.

•	  5,900 adults have gained employment during the 
life of the FACE program.

At kindergarten entry, children who had 
participated in the FACE program scored 
significantly higher on the MAP Reading 
Assessment and the MAP Mathematics 
Assessment than did kindergarteners who 
had not participated in FACE.

K
EEPIN

G THE CIRCLE STRO
N

G
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2014NOVEMBER

National Family Literacy Day®, a holiday trademarked 
by NCFL, is celebrated across the U.S. with special 
activities and events that showcase the importance 
of family literacy programs. First held in 1994, the 
annual event is officially celebrated on November 1st, 
but many events are held throughout the month of 
November—National Family Literacy Month®. Schools, 
libraries, and other literacy organizations participate 
through read-a-thons, celebrity appearances, book 
drives, and more.

This year, NCFL celebrated in a big way by launching 
“30 Days of Families Learning Together,” a month’s 
worth of family literacy activities and practices 
designed to inspire family memories rooted in 
learning, imagining, and playing. These hands-on  
and wonder-filled activities were hand-selected  
from our signature programs, Wonderopolis® and 
Family Time Machine™. We had a blast hearing from 
families and teachers about how they were using  
the tips and strategies!

Thirty Days of Families Learning was downloaded 
by thousands and shared on social media using the 
hashtag #NCFL30Days.

DAY 13

Fun with Family History  

Did Grandpa fight in
 a World War? Was your 

grandma born in a different country
? W

rite
 a 

sto
ry together about an im

porta
nt event in

 your 

family’s h
isto

ry. 
Illu

stra
te the sto

ry and faste
n it 

together in
to a book for th

e family lib
rary. 

Knowing where you came fro
m is i

mporta
nt  

to gaining a str
ong se

nse of id
entity

.

DAY 16

Our days get busy, and sometimes we forget 

to say “th
ank you” to

 the people who make  

our liv
es so very special. Make a list in words 

and/or pictures of three great th
ings you like 

about each person in your family. Hang your 

lists up for everyone to see (th
is also works 

great in classrooms).

Gratitude Posters

DAY 14

Listen to Your  
     Children’s Stories
Ask your child to tell you a favorite story.  

It can be a new story or an old one with new 

twists and characters. Write down what your 

child says. Read it back to your child. Save  

the story to read it again. Let your child’s  

imagination inspire you to come up with  

your own adult stories to write down and 

later share.

DAY 15

Over breakfast, w
ork together to

 choose a 

letter of th
e day. Everyone looks for objects 

that begin with that le
tter during the day. 

You may see this letter everywhere! Or, you 

may only notice it in
 a few places. Talk about 

all th
e things your fa

mily observed that day, 

and marvel at th
e world around you.

Wake up, Word Up:  

 Letter of the Day

DAY 17

Family Stretches
Unwind together as a family before bedtime, 

and try out a few beginner yoga poses or deep 

stretching. Spending time relaxing together  

can be just as important as staying active. 

DAY 18

Shapes are everywhere, even on your  

dinner plate. Look at your dinner table  

and name all the shapes you see as a  

way to practice recognizing shapes.  

See who can find the most!

Shape Up with  
   Dinner Geometry

DAY 7
Turn Friends into Pen Pals
Together, write a letter to a faraway friend  
or family member. Talk about what you might 
say or which fond memories you may share 
with the recipient. In addition to being a 
great deal of fun, writing a letter to someone 
faraway helps your child practice important 
writing and storytelling skills.

DAY 10

Take a photo or draw a picture of your child 

doing a favorite activity. Write a story together, 

using the pictures as illustrations. Picture books 

help children develop critical thinking skills, as 

their brains take in the picture and the text and 

make connections between the two.

Create P icture Stories

DAY 8
Thoughtful Television Tal k

Watch a TV program together as a family. 

Afterwards, ask your child what part he or she 

liked best and why. Offer your own opinions, 

and talk about how sitcoms were different 

when you were growing up. Talking about  

television shows can help family members  

understand the experiences of others and 

build a stronger bond.

DAY 9

Encourage your children to use chalk to 

write a poem or story about the weather  

or your neighborhood on the sidewalk.  

You could even suggest writing a poem 

about the sidewalk itself! Varying the writing 

medium will create excitement around  

the literacy experience.

Sidewalk Stories with Chalk

DAY 11Family Fairytale Fun
Start a story together as a family. One person 

starts the story and tells one to three lines. 

Then the next person takes over and adds 

the next one to three lines. See how everyone 

weaves their own interests and imagination 

into the plot.

DAY 12

Find a newspaper article or book about someone 

who lives in a different part of the U.S. or world. 

Research and discuss as a family how that person’s 

everyday reality may differ because of where they 

were born. What do they wear? What do they eat? 

What games do they play? Learning to understand 

and respect cultural differences is important in our 

global and ever-growing diverse world. 

Around the World

DAY 1
Check Out Your Library
Libraries offer valuable information and  exciting adventures. Visit your local library  as a family and ask for a tour to discover its depth of offerings, and then take advantage of your library card and weekend with  free books, music, and movies!

DAY 4

Create an imaginary restaurant with your child. Create a menu together, assign roles (host, server, chef), and discuss whom would you invite as your “customers.” You could even take  a trip to the grocery store to find your recipes’ ingredients. This is a great activity to explain why you would make certain choices and to use lots of details when describing menu items.

Kid-Friend ly  KitchenRestaurant

DAY 2Bring a Book          to LifeDraw pictures of your children’s favorite book 

characters and cut them out to make puppets.  

Use the puppets to act out a scene together. 

Bringing the narrative to life through dramatic 

play or retelling the story helps children to  

better understand character development  

and the storytelling process.

DAY 3

Storytelling is a great way to promote literacy  and build familiar bonds. Share with your  children what Sunday morning was like when  you were their age. What traditions did you  and your family uphold? Ask your child to  retell your family memories in his or her  own words.

Share Your Sunday       Morning Memories

DAY 5
Build a Word JarFlipping through a dictionary, write down  

new words and their definitions. Collect  

these new vocabulary words in a Word Jar.  

At dinner, extract new words and create  

sentences out loud together. If there’s time, 

draw pictures depicting the new word to  

extend the learning.

DAY 6

Take turns pretending to be a newspaper reporter or detective. Ask each other important questions of “who,” “what,” “when,” “where,” and “why.”  Pause after each question to allow your children time to think about the question and what they want to say. Pausing to think teaches children the give and take of conversation and the importance of taking time to understand information they  are receiving. 

Interview One Another

DAY 19

Who’s Important To You?

Tell or write a sto
ry about an adult who is 

or was important in your life
. Ask your child 

to do the same. Share your sto
ries out loud, 

and see if you can think of all the important 

people who make up your life
.

DAY 22

Before dinner, have everyone choose a famous 

person from history and research the person’s 

life. While eating, take turns asking each other 

questions to learn more about the other  

“famous people” at the table. Try to guess  

each other’s identity!

Mystery Dinner Guests

DAY 20
Tasty Togetherness
Take your taste buds on an adventure and  

try different foods from all over the world. 

Keep a journal of what you’re trying. Note  

how the food tastes (salty, sweet, sour, etc.). 

What did you like about it? Did it remind  

you of another food? How would you describe 

it to your friends? Learning to eat different 

foods is not only healthy, but can be fun for 

the whole family.

DAY 21

Take the time to stare at the clouds and  

see if there are any interesting shapes in 

the sky. Wonder what it would be like to fly. 

Where would you go? What would you do? 

Imagine the possibilities with your child

Head in the C louds

DAY 23
Flashlight Stories
Pretend you’re camping and there’s no  
electricity for a reading light, and read by 
flashlight! Take turns reading to experience 
how different it is to read in the dark.  
Talk about what it would be like to go  
back in time and read without electricity.  
You could even go to the library and  
pick out a story about the discovery  
of electricity!

DAY 24

Bring math into the kitchen and include the whole 

family when preparing a recipe. Practice measuring 

out ingredients using different sizes of measuring 

cups. How many ⅓ scoops does it ta
ke to make 1 

cup? How many ¼ cups? How would you prepare 

the recipe for 24 guests? You don’t need to be a 

professional chef to share the joys of cooking and 

learning with your frie
nds and family members.

Get C ooking

DAY 25
School Days

Share stories about what your  

school days were like, and compare  

your experience with everyone in your  

family. We think you’ll find the learning process 

and in-school gadgets have changed quite a 

bit over the years. Together make a list of the 

top five things you love about school and why 

learning will always be important.

DAY 28

Take the time to observe the night sky  

together. Notice the moon and how it  

changes size (and even color) from day  

to day, or map out a constellation or cluster  

of stars on aluminum foil by poking holes  

with a tooth pick. Inside, put a light behind the 

aluminum sheet to make your own night sky.

Over the Moon

DAY 29
Mary Had a Little Rhyme
Recite nursery rhymes you know by heart,  
or learn a popular lullaby from another culture. 
Encourage your toddler to sing them with you. 
You can even change around the words  
to make the songs about your family!  
Nursery rhymes are important to the  
process of learning early language skills.

DAY 26
W hat a GemWhen is your birthday? What is your  

birthstone? Look up where the gemstone 
comes from and learn about its special  
powers! Do you like your birth gem’s special 

powers? Which stone is your favorite?

DAY 27

What’s the craziest dream you’ve ever had? 

Sit down with your family members and  

talk about dreams. Which dreams can you 

remember? What’s the funniest dream 

you’ve ever had? The scariest? As a  

family, have everyone keep a dream  

journal and compare notes. And, if you  

have a pet, you can even imagine what  

he or she dreams about!

Dreamland

DAY 30
Imagine that you were going on vacation 

today, instead of school or work. Where 

would you go? How long would you stay? 

What is the weather like and what will 

you do? More importantly, what should 

you pack? This is a great way to practice 

giving descriptions and thinking about 

important information, like weather and 

things to do.

Imagination Vacation

“Always looking for ways to raise my two life-
long learners. I would love to learn about things 
I can do to help our families at our elementary 
school. I am a middle school English teacher 
who is trying to find fun and interactive ways to 
engage families and their students in reading 
and writing.”

7

http://30days.familieslearning.org
http://30days.familieslearning.org
http://30days.familieslearning.org


2014DECEMBER
“The Toyota Family Learning program at 
East Side House works with area families 
to help them find and use their voices, and 
the Safety Walk is an example of how our 
families feel more empowered to make a 
difference in the quality of their community.”

— John Sanchez, Executive Director
East Side House

NCFL has pioneered a new and innovative family 
engagement strategy with its national Family Service 
Learning initiative. More than a volunteer experience, 
Family Service Learning is a two-generation learning 
model that takes NCFL’s signature PACT Time® 
experience to a whole new level and empowers 
families to use their collective voices to affect positive 
change in their communities. NCFL’s Toyota Family 
Learning sites are testing and honing this approach 
to parenting curriculum and student learning through 
service in communities across the country, and they 
are seeing great results. Here’s how:

•	  Families at East Side House Settlement (NYC) 
chose to investigate and collectively address 
neighborhood safety standards in Mott Haven, 
one of the nation’s poorest Congressional 
districts. It’s a place where 20 percent of the adult 
population has less than a ninth-grade education 
and where crime and drugs overrun the daily lives 
of many residents.

•	  After the idea for a ‘Safety Walk’ originated, 
families communicated a desire to see increased 
police presence in targeted areas, improved 
sanitation services along sidewalks and in parks, 
and more opportunities for residents to work with 
other members of the community and schools to 
share ideas and address concerns. 

•	  The Toyota Family Learning families set out with 
fliers and messaging to recruit friends, local-
business owners, law-enforcement officials, 
and neighbors to help give voice to community 
concerns. On the day of the Safety Walk event, 

about 50 families showed up to walk their 
Bronx-neighborhood streets with members of 
the New York Police Department to point out 
safety concerns, such as inadequate lighting and 
sanitation issues, and areas where suspected drug 
and gang-related activities occur. 

•	  “The Safety Walk is about stepping out of our 
comfort zones and getting involved as entire 
families to make our community better,” said ESH 
Executive Director John Sanchez.

•	  Family Service Learning participants have 
reported an increase in technology, problem-
solving, and workforce-training skills; 
advancements in language development and 
employment situation; and, most importantly, the 
confidence and know-how to be more engaged 
in their children’s education. This serves to further 
NCFL’s belief that every parent, regardless of 
education or economic challenges, can help his or 
her child succeed in school and life.
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The National Center 
for Families Learning 
and Goodling Institute 
for Research in Family 
Literacy teamed up 
to issue a brief on 
the six-step process 
to embed Family 
Service Learning in 
multi-generational 
educational 
programming.

Steps in Family Service Learning

1.
INVESTIGATION

3.
ACTION

2.
PLANNING AND 
PREPARATION

4.
REFLECTION

6.
SUSTAINABILITY

5.
DEMONSTRATION 
OF RESULTS AND 

CELEBRATION
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2015JANUARY

“JCPS students stayed engaged in learning 
during our recent snow days, logging on to 
tackle fascinating questions in the ‘Wonder of 
the Day!”

— Dr. Donna Hargens, JCPS Superintendent

The power of wonder-inspired learning was 
recognized last winter when school districts began 
adopting Wonderopolis® as a resource to drive at-
home learning and facilitate new knowledge — even 
on snow days!  

“Wonderopolis.org is an exciting learning tool used 
in a growing number of our classrooms,” Jefferson 
County Public Schools (JCPS) Superintendent Dr. 
Donna Hargens said.

NCFL Vice President Emily Kirkpatrick and “Dr. 
Wonder” appear on WDRB in the Morning. 
wdrb.com/story/27834257/wonderopolis-
hopes-to-spark-curiosity-when-students-have-
time-to-flex-their-imagination
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Since Wonderopolis launched in October 2010, we have 
engaged thousands of learners, and the energy of curiosity 
and inquiry has continued to pick up steam. At the end of 
FY 2015, some highlights of the platform include:

•	  1,400+ Wonders of the Day®, covering a vast 
range of topics—you’re sure to find something that 
interests you!

•	 We’ve had nearly 24 million visits since the site 
launched and welcomed more than 600,000 visitors 
each month.

•	 More than 55 million page views

•	 32,000+ comments submitted by our users, each with 
a personal response from Wonderopolis.

•	  More than 30,000 Wonder questions submitted by 
our users in the Wonder Bank. All of our new Wonders 
of the Day now come from questions from our users.

•	  The gamified Camp Wonderopolis platform extension, 
which has welcomed more than 200,000 visits 

NCFL has been working to improve kindergarten 
readiness among vulnerable families through the 
implementation of NCFL’s family engagement model 
that extends learning beyond the classroom and into 
homes and communities. In January, this work came 
to life for many visitors who saw firsthand the value of 
bringing parents and children together to learn.

“I am not sure there would have been such a crowded 
room if the invitation had read ‘Come learn the steps 
for the dialogic reading process,’” writes the U.S. 
Department of Education in their May 11, 2015, blog 
post about a recent Family Literacy Night in Louisville, 
KY. that was attended by USDOE’s Dr. Libby Doggett, 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of Early Learning, and 
Brenda Girton-Mitchell, Director of the Center for 
Faith-based and Neighborhood Partnerships.

There was singing, dancing, and, yes, dialogic 
reading. This high-energy and well-attended night of 
family learning exemplifies NCFL’s partnership with 
Jefferson County Public Schools (JCPS) to help early 
childhood teachers utilize proven literacy strategies 

that build parent capacity to 
engage in joint learning with 
their children and build critical 
early literacy skills.

Students traced the outline of shoes as 
inspired by the book Pete the Cat.

“Thanks to the teachers who maintain close working 
relationships with the children and their families, 84 
percent of [McFerran Early Childhood Center’s] 74 
families were present to participate in a fun-filled 
evening with ‘Pete the Cat.”

— Dr. Libby Doggett, USDOE’s Deputy Assistant
Secretary of Early Learning
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2015FEBRUARY

Introducing: Renegade Buggies! In February, NCFL 
launched Renegade Buggies, a brand new iOS/
Android game with financial literacy curriculum 
designed to engage families needing support in 
developing basic budgeting and money management 
skills. By capturing these situations in a game, 
Renegade Buggies provides parents with a tool that 
enables them to learn with their children about how 
to make smart choices with money. The free app was 
made available by NCFL with funding from the Dollar 
General Literacy Foundation—a long time partner in 
giving families resources to learn together regardless 
of the parents’ educational or economic background.

The game covers four concepts: unit prices, buying 
in bulk, coupons, and promotions. The entertaining 
gameplay meets the educational goals seamlessly and 
enables Renegade Buggies to engage parents and 
children in a joint-learning process. It also reinforces 
money-saving tips parents may or may not know while 
instilling the value of fiscal responsibility in children 
from a young age.

This innovative approach to learning caught the 
attention of media and received winning acclaim 
from financial literacy organizations, bringing home 
a Beyond the Classroom award at the REVERE 
Awards Gala (hosted by the Association of American 
Publishers (AAP) PreK-12 Learning Group) and  
named Instructional Game of the Year by the  
Institute for Financial Literacy. 

“This app is great because it makes the player 
learn without actually realizing it. It is very 
similar to app games that many kids have 
played before, like temple runner and minion 
race. It makes the person think about money 
in ways that not many students would.”

— Revere Award Judge

“This was a great game to get kids thinking about 
money. The endless runner style draws most 
students in immediately. The critical thinking skills 
were well hidden inside the game. Students were 
engaged and kept coming back to this app.”

— Revere Award Judge
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Louisville Business First
Louisville nonprofit launches app to 
improve financial literacy for families
bizjournals.com/louisville/news/2015/02/19/
louisville-nonprofit-launches-app-to-
improve.html

WAVE 3 – Sunrise at 6:00
New App Called Renegade Buggies

WAVE 3 – News at 5:00 
Schools tackle snow-day brain drain with 
home activities wave3.com/story/28141281/
schools-tackle-snow-day-brain-drain-with-
home-activities

Available for free on

Learn smart spending
at high speeds! 

The Zela Wela Kids
Kids and Money: New App with Renegade 
Buggies zelawelakids.com/blog

Instructional Game of the Year by the 
Institute for Financial Literacy

Beyond the Classroom award at the 
REVERE Awards Gala (hosted by the 
Association of American Publishers (AAP) 
PreK-12 Learning Group)

Renegade Buggies Awards

13

www.bizjournals.com/louisville/news/2015/02/19/louisville-nonprofit-launches-app-to-improve.html
www.bizjournals.com/louisville/news/2015/02/19/louisville-nonprofit-launches-app-to-improve.html
www.bizjournals.com/louisville/news/2015/02/19/louisville-nonprofit-launches-app-to-improve.html
www.bizjournals.com/louisville/news/2015/02/19/louisville-nonprofit-launches-app-to-improve.html
www.zelawelakids.com/blog
http://www.wave3.com/story/28141281/schools-tackle-snow-day-brain-drain-with-home-activities
http://www.wave3.com/story/28141281/schools-tackle-snow-day-brain-drain-with-home-activities
wave3.com/story/28141281/schools-tackle-snow-day-brain-drain-with-home-activities
wave3.com/story/28141281/schools-tackle-snow-day-brain-drain-with-home-activities
wave3.com/story/28141281/schools-tackle-snow-day-brain-drain-with-home-activities
http://www.wave3.com/story/28141281/schools-tackle-snow-day-brain-drain-with-home-activities
http://renegadebuggies.familieslearning.org
www.bizjournals.com/louisville/news/2015/02/19/louisville-nonprofit-launches-app-to-improve.html
www.bizjournals.com/louisville/news/2015/02/19/louisville-nonprofit-launches-app-to-improve.html
www.bizjournals.com/louisville/news/2015/02/19/louisville-nonprofit-launches-app-to-improve.html
www.zelawelakids.com/blog
www.zelawelakids.com/blog
http://renegadebuggies.familieslearning.org


2015MARCH

Families Learning Summit: Two Generations,  
One Goal
 
The 2015 Families Learning Summit (Houston, 
Texas) attracted the nation’s most progressive 
educators, administrators, visionaries, community 
leaders, researchers, and policy makers committed 
to families learning together. More than 100 sessions 
offered opportunities to learn in areas such as 
family engagement in education; dual generation 
programming; coalition, library, and community 
literacy collaborations; and early childhood, K-12, and 
adult education. 

Highlights

•	  The week before Families Learning Summit 
kicked off, NCFL traveled to Washington, D.C., 
to surprise high school teacher Kristen Whitaker 
with the news she had been named the 19th 
Annual Toyota Family Teacher of the Year. 
When Ms. Whitaker arrived at that morning’s 
planned school assembly, her efforts in engaging 
students’ families in their children’s education 
were applauded by 400 of her upperclassmen, 
fellow co-workers, D.C. Public Schools Chiefs of 
Curriculum and Human Resources, and the very 
first parent she had ever visited at home. Kristen 
laughed and choked down tears as she thanked 
NCFL, Toyota, her colleagues, and her students 
for the honor. 

•	  Our annual Summit luncheon keynote speaker 
was Leland Melvin, co-chair of the White House 
STEM Council and recently retired Deputy 
Director of Education at NASA. After sharing 
his experience with perseverance and what it 
takes to succeed and make a difference in the 
lives around you, the former astronaut joined 
Wonderopolis for a very special #WonderChat. 
Mr. Melvin shared with @Wonderopolis followers 
what he had learned about black holes, growing 
plants in outer space, the first dog to leave the 
Earth’s atmosphere, and how astronauts use the 
restroom. It was a STEM-driven and engaging 
conversation. 

•	  The 2015 Summit featured an interactive webcast 
session at the Houston Public Library, made 
possible by NCFL and the Urban Libraries Council, 
which showcased powerful collaborations 
between libraries, schools, and community-based 
organizations. Library leaders and community 
partners from Houston, Hartford, and Nashville 
led the Better World Books-sponsored panel 
discussion about the necessary and enduring 
influence of libraries to transform programming 
and create centers for intergenerational learning, 
innovative afterschool programing, and strong 
digital approaches.
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LEAD SPONSOR

WITH ADDITIONAL PARTNERSHIP 
AND SUPPORT FROM

Former astronaut 
Leland Melvin joined 
Wonderopolis 
for a very special 
#WonderChat. Mr. 
Melvin shared with 
@Wonderopolis 
followers what he had 
learned about black 
holes, growing plants 
in outer space, the 
first dog to leave the 
Earth’s atmosphere, 
and how astronauts 
use the restroom.

Live webcast of the 
Houston Library Panel

Toyota Family Teacher of the 
Year, Kristen Whitaker
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The goal of Toyota Family Learning is to take learning 
beyond the classroom and into the kitchen, the 
bus stop, or the grocery store—all with the aim of 
bringing learning to all aspects of life and all ages. In 
2015, NCFL expanded to 10 communities serving 296 
families (including 860 children). For more than 24 
years, NCFL and Toyota’s intergenerational approach 
to learning has brought more than one million parents 
and children together to reach their educational and 
economic goals. Toyota has been a major part of that 
effort, standing side-by-side with NCFL as a dedicated 
partner in family learning initiatives since 1991. 

Here’s a quick glance at how several Toyota Family 
Learning sites gave back to their communities in 2015: 

•	  San Mateo Public Library’s Toyota Family Learning 
families set out to clean up their neighborhood 
and send the message that East Palo Alto families 
care about the maintenance of their streets, parks, 
and other public places. Together, parents and 
children collected more than 2,000 gallons of 
trash: http://bit.ly/neighborhoodcleanup

•	  Families from Southwest Solutions’ Toyota Family 
Learning program shared food and homemade 
scarves with Detroit’s homeless community, 
while others prepared holiday gifts to share 
with families in need: http://familieslearning.
org/blog/southwest-solutions-holiday/
 Each Monday, mothers participating in Lincoln 
Public Schools’ Toyota Family Learning at Everett 
Elementary School in Lincoln, NE., hosted a World 
Games after-school club for students in grades 
K-2 to learn about different cultures: http://bit.ly/
LPSWorldGames   

•	  Toyota Family Learning families from Dorcas 
International Institute of Rhode Island (DIIRI) 
in Providence, R.I., volunteered to host 
Thanksgiving dinner for the student-led 
Brown University Refugee Youth Tutoring and 
Enrichment (BRYTE) program.

2015APRIL

“I want my children to improve. The 
Toyota Family Learning Program 
is helping me to solve problems at 
home and to help each other.”

— Sandra Castillo, parent participant

Highlighted Outcomes 2014–2015

90%90%

increase in parent engagement 
in their children’s education  

96%96%

of parents became a better 
teacher to their child 

34%34%

of parents got a better job  increase in all literacy 
activities at home 

75%75%

of parents increased their 
English language skills 

Parent and Child Together 
Time® (PACT Time) and 
Parent Time support 
learning and goal setting   

Family-to-family 
networks foster 
learning and help build 
social capital  

Family Service Learning 
helps solve community 
problems and build 
workplace skills   
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2015MAY

NCFL continues to be a prominent thought-leader in 
the adult education learning landscape. In April, we 
joined more than 1,500 adult educators in Denver for 
the Commission on Adult Basic Education (COABE) 
conference, leading presentations on implementing 
standards-based instruction; incorporating Family 
Service Learning models in programs; and how 
NCFL’s Theory of Change aims to break the cycle of 
intergenerational poverty.

NCFL continued to expand its digital footprint in the 
adult education field by filling a need for relevant and 
practical professional development through its unique 
online courses.

Reecie Stagnolia, Contessa Love, Christina Marsh, and Gayle Box 
with Kentucky Adult Education and NCFL’s Donna Elder team 
up at COABE.

Johan E. Uvin, U.S. Acting Assistant Secretary for Career, 
Technical, and Adult Education presenting Making Skills 
Everyone’s Business: A Call to Transform Adult Learning in 
the United States.
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2015JUNE

Toyota Family Trails

In June, NCFL unveiled a dynamic new way to engage 
with families: Family Trails. The initiative encourages 
and recruits families to learn through adventures as 
grand as a trip across the country or as simple as a 
quick visit to a park around the corner. Believing your 
family is the best teacher your child will ever have—and 
the world around us is the ultimate classroom—Family 
Trails is designed to help families find new ways to 
learn together.

FamilyTrails.org is the hub for posts from Family 
Trail Guides, a diverse set of influential bloggers 
aligned with NCFL’s mission of families learning 
together, as well an aggregate of social media posts 
using #FamilyTrails from families across the globe. 
Since its debut in June 2015, the mobile-learning 
adventure arm of Toyota Family Learning has gained 
social engagement with families in 44 states, 34 
countries, with a reach of more than 1.4 million using 
#FamilyTrails on Instagram and Twitter. Join us!

Add your voice to TOYOTA FAMILY TRAILS. To accept this offer, 
please email community@familytrails.com and we will be  
happy to forward you a formal contract, answer any questions, 
and provide additional information on next steps and timing.  
We look forward to hitting the trail with you!

AND We’d be thrilled IF YOU DECIDED TO JOIN US

In exchange 
for your time, 

effort and 
passion, you 

will receive a 
$2,000 stipend 
($500 per blog 

post, plus an 
additional 

$500 to fund  
a family  

adventure  
of your  

choosing). 

We are 
 saving a feature 

blogger spot just for 
you. All we need is a 
YES and a photo of  
your smiling face.  

Let’s hit the  
Family Trail!

Toyota Family Trails is an adventure brought to life thanks to a 
partnership between NCFL and Toyota.
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Camp Wonderopolis

NCFL fed the minds of 20,000 Campers at the award-
winning Wonderopolis.org’s 2014 virtual summer 
camp, designed to build vocabulary, reading 
comprehension skills, and background knowledge 
through 42 interactive learning pathways. 

Starting with an appearance on Good Morning 
America, Camp Wonderopolis™ made its mark for 
reengineering summer learning through wonder, 
gaming, and science-made-fun during the out-of-
school months, providing a truly engaging two-
generation learning opportunity that is free and 
designed to build learning skills. 

NCFL brought Camp Wonderopolis content to 
life with a graphically rich and imaginative online 
campground full of curious questions and STEM-
based learning. Fun discussions about roller coasters, 
fireworks, boomerangs, lightning bugs, and much 
more accompanied interactive features such as Word 
Wheels, the Wonder Wall, and collectible Wonder 
Cards to create an engaging resource for children and 
families to learn together through the summer months  
and beyond. 

At the end of FY15, Camp Wonderopolis (available 
year-round) had attracted more than 20,000 
registered Campers, resulting in 92,000 vocabulary 
words mastered and 39,500 informational text and 
vocabulary quizzes passed.
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Rick Barr
Retired, Vice President 
Airline Operations, UPS 

Mary Anne O. Cronan
Vice President and Director, 
American Saddlebred Horse 
Association; 
Director, United States  
Equestrian Federation

Sharon Darling
President and Founder, 
National Center for   
Families Learning

Charles P. Denny
Regional President, PNC Bank 
for Kentucky/Southern   
Indiana/Tennessee

Jason Falls
Founder,
Social Media Explorer, LLC

Greg Hintz
Partner, Crowe Horwath

Jacquelyn Jackson, Ed.D.
Retired, Director of Student
Achievement and School 
Accountability, U.S. Department  
of Education

Meredith Parente
Financial Consultant,  
Retired Vice President/Treasurer, 
Brown-Forman Corporation

George R. Siemens
Vice President, External Affairs, 
LG&E and KU Energy LLC

Mary Gwen Wheeler
Executive Director,
55,000 Degrees

Emeritus Member:

Lee B. Thomas, Jr.
Chairman, Universal
Woods, Inc.

C.C. Chapman
Founder, Digital Dads

Linda Chester
Principal, The Linda Chester 
Literary Agency

Jan Goldstein
Best-selling author

The Honorable William F. 
Goodling
Former Chairman, Committee on 
Education and the Workforce, U.S. 
House of Representatives

Monica Holloway
Best-selling author

Mr. Yoshimi Inaba
President and COO, Toyota Motor 
North America

Janice Kaplan
Author, Journalist
 

Jeanne B. Mullgrav
Former Commissioner, 
New York City Department 
of Youth and Community 
Development

Byron Pitts
Chief National Correspondent, 
ABC News

Michael Price
Co-Executive Producer,
“The Simpsons”

Dorothy S. Strickland, Ph.D.
Samuel DeWitt Proctor Professor 
of Education Emerita, Rutgers, The 
State University of New Jersey

Johnna G. Torsone
Sr. Vice President and Chief 
Human Resources Officer,  
Pitney Bowes

BOARD OF ADVISORSBOARD OF DIRECTORS

NCFL’s Board of Directors and Board of Advisors are diverse groups including researchers and business executives who help us champion the cause of 
family literacy. They understand that literacy is the foundation for national economic well-being and local community progress.

LEADERSHIP
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The William R. Kenan, Jr. 
Charitable Trust

FUNDERS
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$1,000,000 or more

Toyota 

$100,000-$999,999

Better World Books

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation

Dollar General Literacy Foundation

Indiana Department of Education 

Kentucky Education Television

PNC Bank

William R. Kenan, Jr. Charitable Trust

$25,000-$99,999

Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation

Belk Foundation

Gheens Foundation, Inc.

Greater Houston Community Foundation

Phillips 66

The After School Corporation (NYDYCD)

Lee B. Thomas

$10,000-$24,999

Anonymous

Blue Apple Players

Delta Dental of Kentucky Foundation

Dr. Seuss Fund at The San Diego Foundation

GED Testing Service

Old National Bank Foundation

Pearson Education

Republic Bank Foundation

$5,000 - $9,999

Gannett Foundation

Snowy Owl Foundation, Inc.

$500-$4,999

301 Interactive Marketing

American Heart Association

Bandy Carroll Hellige

Richard E. Barr

BJ’s Wholesale Club, Inc.

Bob Hook Chevrolet

CafePress, Inc.

Jovita Carranza

Combined Federal Campaign

Charles and Mary Anne Cronan

George and Sharon Darling

Eclipse Bank

Jason Falls

Jean Frazier

Google, Inc.

DONORS
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Your gift will support NCFL’s 
efforts to elevate learning 
so that individuals achieve 
higher levels of confidence 
and economic well-being; 
families set and pursue bigger 
dreams and aspirations; and 
our communities prosper 
and grow with a more 
skilled, competitive, and 
inspired workforce.
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$500-$4,999 (continued)

Half Price Books

Jan S. Karzen

LG&E and KU Energy

Thomas A. Marsh

Microsoft Matching Gifts Program

Mountjoy Chilton & Medley

Meredith Parente

Raymond James

Stites and Harbison

Triangle Community Foundation, Inc.

David Verble

Suzanne Warner

Mary Gwen Wheeler

$100 - $499

Marsha Abel

AbiBow Recycling

Actors Theatre

Lyndy Alexander

Brackets for Good

Bull & Beard

Joshua and Susanne Cramer

Kara Davis

Galen Health Institutes

Greg Hintz

Integrity HR Inc

Shamila Jayasuriya

JustGive.org

Emily Kirkpatrick and Stephen Haag

Kroger

Frederick Kuhn

Louisville Slugger Museum & Factory

Christopher Penn

Ray’s Trash Service, Inc.

Ann and Eddie Reynolds

RYE on Market

Marlene Knight Events

Network for Good

David Seidenberg

Betty Ansin Smallwood

Bradley and Shea Snider

Charles Stewart

The John L. and Julia M. Helm Fund

Margo Waddell

Louise Wall

Nancy Williams

Up to $99

AmazonSmile

Benevity

Robby Berthume

Adam Cochran

Lyn Crowley

Deborah and Gary Davis

Jason Drass

Jennifer Goodman

GoodSearch

Katherine Henry

Stacie Jenkins

William Myers

Jon and Rachael Reigelman

Erwin Sherman

Simon & Schuster, Inc.

The College of Wooster

William and Margie Wilson

DONORS (Continued)
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Income
  Corporations, foundations, and individuals $3,139,766
  Federal and state grants $145,054
  Contract services/registration fee income $1,732,401
  Endowment income $352,279
  Other income $45,817

  Total $5,415,317

Expenditures
  Program services $4,402,601
  Development and fundraising $413,001
  Management and administration $863,869

  Total $5,679,471

Change in net assets $264,154

Net assets end of year $15,532,479

July 1, 2014 — June 30, 2015

FINANCIAL INFORMATION
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