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North Carolina nonprofit receives major donation to support family 

learning 
The National Center for Families Learning and Book Outlet worked together to donate over 

11,000 books to Book Harvest for distribution to North Carolina families. 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

DURHAM, NC (March 25, 2025) – A Durham-based nonprofit dedicated to family learning has received a 

significant donation, thanks to a partnership between the National Center for Families Learning (NCFL) 

and Book Outlet. The contribution, made possible through Book Outlet’s Giving Tuesday promotion, will 

provide 11,387 youth and children’s books to North Carolina families, fostering literacy across the state. 

 

Book Outlet, a leading bargain book retailer, leveraged its Giving Tuesday initiative to give back to 

communities and enhance literacy outcomes by getting books into the hands of children and families. 

NCFL was proud to be part of this effort by helping to connect Book Outlet with a local NCFL partner, 

Book Harvest, that has the capacity to efficiently distribute the donated books to families who will 

benefit the most. 

 

“At NCFL, we know that access to books in the home is a key predictor for early learning and literacy 

success, ” says Dr. Felicia C. Smith, president and CEO at NCFL. “I can think of no better way to celebrate 

National Reading Month than to partner to build home libraries, strengthen literacy skills, and encourage 

multigenerational learning for families across North Carolina.”  

 

"We believe that every book has the power to transform a life," says Wilf Wikkerink, CEO of Book Depot 

Inc. "This donation of over 11,000 books to Book Harvest represents our commitment to getting more 

books into more hands across communities. By supporting organizations dedicated to literacy and 

education, we're not just distributing books—we're distributing opportunities for discovery, learning, 

and growth. We're proud to partner with NCFL and Book Harvest to help North Carolina families build 

home libraries that will foster a lifelong love of reading."  

"This partnership exemplifies the power of collaboration in addressing literacy needs in our 

communities," says Ginger Young, founder and CEO of Book Harvest. "These books will help us continue 



our mission of ensuring every child has a home filled with books, empowering parents as their children's 

first teachers, and creating communities that nurture a love of reading from the moment a child is born." 

NCFL works alongside Book Harvest and other organizations as part of the North Carolina Statewide 

Family Engagement Center (NC SFEC) and in service to NCFL’s vision to seed coordinated and aligned 

family learning systems in communities across the country. These family learning systems transcend 

isolated programming, enabling parents and children to learn and thrive together while creating stronger 

communities for generations to come. 

 

Since 2011, Book Harvest has provided more than 2.4 million books to families, ensuring that parents 

have the tools and power to ignite and strengthen their children’s literacy. With programs that are 

grounded in evidence, Book Harvest believes that literacy starts at birth, in the home, powered by 

parents, and nourished with books. North Carolina families interested in learning how they can access 

free books through Book Harvest can visit bookharvest.org/get-books to learn more. 

 

# # # 

 

About the National Center for Families Learning (NCFL) 

NCFL is a national nonprofit that has worked for more than 35 years to eradicate poverty through 

education solutions for families. We believe education is a shared, nonpartisan responsibility and that 

collaboration among families, schools, and community members can lead to powerful learning 

experiences. NCFL’s vision is to establish coordinated and aligned family learning systems in 60 

communities by 2030, built with and for families, to increase education and economic outcomes and 

create thriving communities. For more information on NCFL, visit familieslearning.org. To learn more 

about our vision or become a Family Learning Community™ partner, visit familieslearning.org/60x30. 

 

About Book Outlet 

Book Outlet is a division of Book Depot Inc., a leader in the retail and wholesale bargain book industry 

with over 40 years of experience. As part of a comprehensive portfolio that also includes, Book Depot, 

American Book Company, and Kidsbooks Publishing LLC we operate with a core purpose: to get more 

books into more hands. Our business model connects surplus inventory with eager readers through 

multiple distribution channels, offering affordable literature without compromising quality. This 

approach not only drives commercial success but supports our vision of creating a world where books 

are within everyone's reach. To explore our direct-to-consumer selection, visit www.bookoutlet.com. 
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